All faiths - one race in Devon
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        Participants at the evening                                   Chaz Singh teaches turban-winding

As part of Britain’s first ever official ‘Inter Faith Week’, a unique event was held at Exeter Central Library this week.  Members of different religions and belief systems were invited to a celebratory evening of food, music and dance on 16th November, attracting almost 100 participants from 9 different  Faiths & Beliefs.

This was a new venture for Devon and to bring together so many people from different backgrounds for an evening of mutual respect and co-operation is seen as a significant achievement.

The purpose of this remarkable occasion was to celebrate all that is best about Interfaith in Devon, Plymouth and Torbay.  Meals were served by people from different traditions, including Hindu, Moslem, Baháí and Jewish, presentations given by diverse local communities and with exhibits from various belief  and cultural organisations. What was notable was how the people from different beliefs worked happily together, providing their different viewpoints and resources to make the evening an example of ‘Unity in Diversity’.
The celebration was organised and supported by the Devon Faith and Belief Forum, Plymouth Centre for Faiths and Cultural Diversity, and the Exeter, Torbay and Totnes Interfaith Groups.

Included in the evening were Koranic Chanting (from Islam), Indian Dancing (Hindu) and Turban Winding (Sikh), and an Inter-Faith choir singing Bahá’í, Christian, Pagan, Hindu and Jewish songs.

Martyn Goss, Director of the Council for Church and Society, said, “This is a creative way of recognising that Devon is part of a multi-cultural society where we need to recognise and respect difference”.  He added, “Christianity continues to play a significant role for many local people, but alongside our churches we find Synagogues, Mosques and Temples, and our calling to love our neighbours as ourselves is taking us into new relationships.  We are all human together.”

Inter Faith Week runs from 15th to 21st November 2009 with events being organised by local people across the UK.
Inter Faith Week is being facilitated by the Inter Faith Network for the UK and the Department for Communities and Local Government but is be community-led, with local people and groups of different backgrounds holding their own events and to highlight work going on to promote understanding between people of different faiths and beliefs.
