HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
27th January 2010 Exeter

The Guildhall in Exeter was opened to the public at 10.00am.  Several exhibition stands filled the hall, ranging from Jewish to Fata-He, and including Rwanda, Hutu-Tutsi and Sikh school projects, sculpture and poems. Also featured were books and facts about various genocides post-holocaust, including Gays, Romanies, Black and other minorities.  The event was attended by the Lord Mayor and Mayoress and several Devon Councillors.

During the day several schools attended and made presentations ranging from mini dramas to original poems. At 3.00pm readings took place. The mayor contributed and Kaddish was recited (The Jewish prayer traditionally for departed ones).  A candle-lighting ceremony then took place led by a lady whose mother was a survivor and had died the day before. This was a very poignant moment. At 4.30pm at the United Reformed Church in Southernhay a powerpoint presentation was made by Rudi Oppenheimer, a 78 year old survivor of Bergen Belsen. This powerful event was attended by 110 people.  Rudi made the journey from London and attended under the auspices of the Holocaust Memorial Trust.  At 7.30pm in the Guildhall there was a sell-out event of poems, readings and original compositions performed by A Capella Choir.

The Mayor expressed his thanks to the organisers and all who attended the day which he said had been a deeply moving experience.

A committee headed by Graham Langtree, Devon County Religious Education Advisor, arranged the programme of events for the day.
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